4                   Josiah G. Wedgwood
* Josiah proceeded to the Royal Naval College
at Greenwich as a scholar of the Clifton College.
In those days, as now, the Royal Naval Colleges
as well as Sandhurst were well patronised  by
the squirearchy and the youths of the  blue-
blood   who   found   in   the  training   there  a
congenial calling, when they were not satisfied
with  military training as a hobby.    Many a
noble youth, who was destined to becomea nobla
lord later, went as a matter of course to one of
these Colleges, for there  was  nothing   more-
honourable in life and nothing perhaps so easily
guaranteed social distinction and status, as the-
noble profession of carrying arms, none, that
is  to  say,  as  becoming   a   blue-jacket  or  a
tommy.   The attraction of military and naval life-
was enhanced by the fact that the Royal family
patronised it.    Our present king, for instance,,
is a Sailor King, and our present Prince of
Wales  is a  Sailor Prince.    Both   are  blue-
jackets.    This is enough to explain the fact of
the middle-class  men not only, but also the-
aristocracy, resorting freely to these naval and
military educational institutions.
The Regulations for the entry of Naval
Cadets do not appear in those   days to have